
Rudgwick Primary School News 
 
Friday 2nd December 2022                 Autumn Week 12 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Christmas has definitely made its way into Rudgwick this week.  The 

children have been practising for the Nativity and the Carol Service and I 

think you are all in for a real treat when you come to see your children 

perform. 

 

We also chose and put up our Christmas tree which we won (thank you Mrs 

Platt) in a local competition.  Our Head Girl and Head Boy took on the job of 

decorating it and now it is definitely beginning to look a lot like Christmas.  

Well done Elodie and Eli for your efforts.  Remember to keep an eye out for 

all the Christmas events and occasions that are coming up over the next 

couple of weeks, starting with Nativity, panto and mufti day next week. 

 

Continuing the Christmas theme, our children in Year 2 contributed to a 

stunning Advent display along with some other local schools.  Our work can 

be seen on the bottom left of the picture on the right and is on display at 

Holy Trinity Church.   

 

We also enjoyed a very entertaining drumming concert this week as the children in Years 1, 

2 and 3 showcased all they have been learning in music.  It was great to see so many 

beaming faces on the children as they enjoyed performing and on the adults as you watched 

on with pride.  The rounds in three parts were particularly impressive, as was the children’s 

concentration and dedication to improving their musical skills.  It was a very enjoyable 

morning.  The high quality music lessons led by Mrs Eames are such a benefit to the 

children and we appreciate all of you, through PTA fundraising, helping us to be able to 

provide this.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Information about our spring term clubs offer will be coming to you soon.  Do keep an eye 

out as there are some new clubs becoming available, including board games, KS2 ‘Tell me 

a Story’ drama and Little Creations.  Lots of extra opportunities for our children!   Our 

Breakfast club continue to be very popular in the mornings and it has been lovely to see the 

children enjoying their breakfast together before, themselves, taking time to play some 

games with each other.  A very social, calm way to begin their day. 

 

 
 

Finally this week, it is with great sadness that I tell you that Mrs Thwaites will be leaving us 

at the end of this term.  Mrs Thwaites has been a TA supporting classes and individuals, as 

well as a midday meals supervisor since 2019 and has been such a valued member of the 

team.  She leaves us to work for the Local Authority within SEN, an area in which she is so 

very skilled.  We will miss her but I am sure you would join with me in wishing her well for 

her new start in the new year.   

 

 

Happy Birthday 

 

Congratulations to Evie D and Isla S, who have their 

birthdays this week. 

 

Isla celebrated this week with a beautiful cake! 

 

Please do send a photo into the school office as we love to 

see how you celebrated at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

This term’s core value is INSPIRE and the wider values for the half term are Responsibility 

and Ambition.  

 

House points         

 

Falcons - 347 

Kestrels - 341 

Eagles - 298           

 

Book Awards  

 

Leo Y2 

Archie Y3 

 

Star Awards 

 

 
 

 

Africa 

(Year R) 

Liam 
 
 
Harvey 

For being a good role model during our singing 
rehearsals. 
 
For always being ready and engaged with his learning. 

Asia 

(Year 1) 

Reuben and 
Rebecca 

For their fantastic independent writing this week! 



Europe 

(Year 2) 

Ben 
 
 
 
 
Daisy 

For showing dedication to get better as a learner and 
writing the most wonderful prediction about our new core 
text this week.  
 
 
For showing more concentration and participation whilst 
doing her learning, keep it up! 

Australasia 

(Year 3) 

Etta S 

 

Joshua T  

For amazing work in our drumming performance.  
 
 
For blowing Miss Lee’s socks off with his pronoun work 
in poetry this week!  

Antarctica 

(Year 4) 

Sidney J 
 
 
Max F 

For showing lots of enthusiasm and enjoyment in 
Woodland Learning 
 
For becoming very mature and taking responsibility for 
his own learning 

North 

America 

(Year 5) 

Bea 
 
 
Evie D 

For working hard this week to produce a thorough plan for 
a narrative. 
 
For showing outstanding effort throughout this term in 
hockey. 

 

South 

America 

(Year 6) 

Alice 
 
 
Freddie  

For being a really engaged learner and always trying 
her best this week.  
 
For being really focussed in lessons and working really 
hard to achieve his best.  

 
We have been learning 

 

Africa 

(Year R) 

This week in Africa class there is a sprinkle of Christmas everywhere!  We 
have a new Christmas role play area, complete with a sleigh and tree.  We 
have been practising really hard for our Christmas show and we are excited 
that we get to show it to our grown-ups soon.  We have been leading about 
the first Christmas and the birth of baby Jesus.  We have been recreating 
this story using puppets.  In Maths this week, we have been discovering 
one more and one less of a given number focusing on the numbers 4 and 
5. During French this week we have been learning some more songs and 
can sing a song about a butterfly so beautifully!  Well done Africa class on 
another fantastic week. 

Asia 

(Year 1) 

Such a lovely week in Asia class! We’ve got into the Christmas spirit and 
decorated our classroom with tinsel and paper chains and we have also put 
our Christmas tree up!  We are also enjoying counting down the days to the 
big event using our advent calendar. In RE we have learnt all about the 
story of Christmas.  In English we wrote our Christmas lists, in maths we 
continued our subtraction focus and looked at finding the difference 
between numbers and representing this information as a subtraction 
number sentence. We have spent time singing and practising our 
Christmas play and really enjoyed trying our costumes!  We are really 
looking forward to performing for an audience next week in our amazing 
Angel costumes! 



Europe 

(Year 2) 

It’s Christmas!!!! Oh wait, not quite yet! But we have had a full on week of 
rehearsals ready for our performances and it is going well! In English, we 
have started a new book – The Rainbow Bear by Michael Morpurgo. We 
read part of it and then wrote predictions on what might happen next. We 
talked about the meaning of ‘inference’ too. In maths, we have learnt about 
money and counting coins to find totals. In science, we explored how polar 
animals are suited to their habitats and what adaptations they have to help 
them survive. Our music concert was just fabulous and I hope you all 
enjoyed seeing the efforts the children have put in over the last 10 weeks.  

Australasia 

(Year 3) 

Wow what a busy week! We have looked at personification in English, using 

some wintery and Christmassy poems.  The children used the poem about 

the Christmas tree by Julia Donaldson, and then wrote their own verses in 

the same style.  We have looked at Christian signs and symbols as part of 

our work in RE, and have even started to make hanging Christmas 

decorations to practise our running stitch for DT.  Both our Christmas trees 

are up in class and we are well and truly in the Christmas spirit! Only 3 more 

weeks to go!! 

Antarctica 

(Year 4) 

This week we have been busy planning and writing the first drafts of our 
magic narratives. We have really dissected the plans so the finished stories 
should be amazing! In Maths, we have been doing a written method of 
multiplication and multiplying by one and zero. In R.E, we have learnt all 
about The Koran and the significance it has to the followers of Islam. We 
learnt what plagiarism and citations mean in Computing. We finished our 
collages and they look magnificent! In Woodland Learning, we had the 
opportunity to make fairy chairs.  

North 

America 

(Year 5) 

We have made it to December and some incredible decorations have gone 
up in North America class thanks to Mrs Kurashina. In English, we have 
started to plan our narratives that will be set on a different planet which 
have produced some fascinating ideas. We have continued to consider 
square and cube numbers, whilst also using our knowledge of factors to 
help solve calculations in maths. In science, the children explored life cycles 
of amphibians and insects and in history, our space race timeline has been 
added to, including events up to the first ever space walk. 

South 

America 

(Year 6) 

Another great week in Year 6! We have been learning all about fractions 
and being able to recognise equivalent fractions and use this knowledge 
to simplify fractions. In English we have been able to choose our own 
style of writing to create a piece in response to the text Rose Blanche. 
The children have been really creative and are demonstrating a lot of key 
skills independently. In music we have been listening and appraising 
some soul music and in science we have been learning about circuits and 
how to construct them. We have continued to develop our hockey skills in 
PE and started to think about our D&T project that we will be completing 
over the next couple of weeks.  

 

Upcoming Events 

5th Dec – Closing date for ordering Year 6 leavers hoodie 

6th Dec – Flu Vaccination Day in School 

6th Dec – KS1 Nativity – A Midwife Crisis – Matinee Performance 2:00pm 

7th Dec – KS1 Nativity – A Midwife Crisis – Evening Performance 5:30pm 

8th Dec – Christmas Pantomime – Chaplins Gold presents Aladdin 

9th Dec – Piano and Woodwind Concert 



9th Dec – Mufti Day – Bring any unwanted gifts or items for the Secrets Room 

10th Dec – The Lions, Christmas Carolling in Rudgwick from 5pm 

14th Dec – KS2 – Carol Concert 

14th Dec – Christmas Dinner  

14th Dec – Christmas Jumper Day 

16th Dec – Last day of term  

 

FREE Chelsea FC Foundation Taster Session 

Year 1 – Year 6 Students (boys and girls welcome) 

Wednesday 7th December 

At Horsham Football Club, Worthing Road, RH13 0AX 

- 17:15-18:30 for Year 1-4 boys and Year 3-6 girls  
- 18:45-20:00 for Year 5-7 boys and Year 7-9 girls 

 

4G surface 

Players to wear any kit of their choice and to bring plenty of fluids and shin pads.  

Boys/Girls session – CLICK HERE TO BOOK 

Girls only session – CLICK HERE TO BOOK 

After the taster session, successful players will be invited to join the programme on a regular 

basis and become a part of our player development program.  

If you have any questions please contact community.enquiries@chelseafc.com  

Handbell Christmas concert  

Mrs Kurashina and Mrs Wilford will be playing in a handbell concert, the conductor is very 

famous in the handbell world and played the bells in the film “The Madness of King 

George”.  They will be playing a Christmas music selection. Children are very welcome and 

can also try to ring the bells if they want at the end of the concert. Please see the attached 

leaflet. 

Volunteers needed! 

Local family support charity Home-Start CHAMS are looking to recruit new home visiting 

volunteers to join their prep course starting on 4th January – spaces are limited. 

Would you like to gain a wealth of skills and experience within family support? Do you have 

parenting experience and some spare time?  Would you like to help a local family with 

young children? 

Volunteers needed! 

 For the full information, role description and application for please visit: 

https://homestartchams.org.uk/volunteers-needed-2  

 

PTA News 
 
Dear Parents & Carers,  

Supporting the PTA and our events 

https://www.chelseasoccerschools.co.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&groupId=&regionId=&ageFrom=&ageTo=&startDate=&clientCode=FDC-HFC-X-52
https://www.chelseasoccerschools.co.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&groupId=&regionId=&ageFrom=&ageTo=&startDate=&clientCode=FGDC-HFC-X-7
mailto:community.enquiries@chelseafc.com
https://homestartchams.org.uk/volunteers-needed-2


Thank you so much to those who came to our PTA intro evening on Wednesday, it was 

wonderful to see some new faces and the enthusiasm you’ve brought to the committee 

already is so much appreciated!  

We still have a few roles we need to fill in order to run the events for 2023 and onwards. If 

you would consider volunteering for the Secretary or Policy & Licensing roles, please let me 

know. Both only require an hour a week commitment. 

Additionally, if you could help planning our events – we urgently need your help! There are 

still positions in the Summer Festival, Christmas Events, Disco, Spring Scramble, Seasonal 

Events, Pizza & Donuts and Cake Raffle/Ice Pop Sales planning groups. Please email me 

for more info: rpspta@hotmail.com 

Mufti Day - Friday 9th December 

We will have a mufti day on Friday 9th December, in exchange for bringing in unwanted 

gifts for adults, your children can wear home clothes that day. Please do raid your 

cupboards and drawers. We’re happy with anything except no used items please 😃  ...so 

socks, soaps, scarves, toiletries, puzzles, you name it…one year we had a glass duck!  

Secrets Room - Tuesday 13th December 

The "shop" will be held In the Community Room at School and the kids can pay £2 for any 

of the items, which a volunteer will help them wrap and name. The idea is you get a secret 

gift at Christmas - this is often the only opportunity the kids get to buy something for you 

themselves. 

School Lottery 

Congratulations to our latest lottery winner. 

26/11/2022 

Mrs. Williams 

£16.50 

 Play next week and you could be a lucky 

winner: https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/rudgwick-primary-school 

CO-OP Local Cause 

I’m pleased to confirm that Rudgwick Primary School PTA has been selected again by the 

Co-op local community fund as a cause. They will donate to us every time that you buy a 

Co-op branded product instore, when you are a member who has selected us as your 

cause.  

 There are lots of additional benefits from joining the Co-op’s membership scheme, including 

weekly personalised offers and cashback on purchases for you too! Please click the link 

below to add the PTA as your supported cause and help us beat last year’s incredible 

£2,000 fundraising goal. Select your cause 

here: https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/73050 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 Vix & Anna 

rpspta@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:rpspta@hotmail.com
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/rudgwick-primary-school
https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/73050
mailto:rpspta@hotmail.com


Cake Raffle 
 
Thank you to everyone that purchased a raffle ticket this week. 
 
A huge thank you to Lucy Journeaux for donating the cake. 
 
The raffle winner this week was Zack W. 
 
Congratulations! 
 
 
We are a NUT AWARE school due to the allergies that some of our pupils have, with 
every effort being made to ensure that no nuts, or products containing nuts, are 
brought in to the school. 
 

Diary Dates 

Please use the new school website for all diary dates. There is a link to the school calendar 

with to all pupil events. https://www.rudgwick.w-sussex.sch.uk/  

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

 
 

Mr Terry Ryan, Headteacher 

 

 

More photos of events are available on our website https://www.rudgwick.w-sussex.sch.uk/  

 

Please note that attachments to the Newsletter about local clubs 

and events are not endorsed by the school. Parents are 

responsible for carrying out their own safety checks. 
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