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This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three
areas — curriculum music, extra-curricular provision and musical experiences — and what
changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or
carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’
music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

At Rudgwick Primary School, we believe that music is a fundamental part of children’s
education. This is a view that is shared throughout our school community and as such,
much of our music provision is funded by our fantastic PTA.

We use West Sussex Music to support the music that is taught throughout the school.

In Reception, children begin their musical education using the Charanga platform,
provided by West Sussex Music. This introduces them to the world of music and supports
them in listening and discussing music from different genres, learning musical
vocabulary and singing and learning songs together. Children also have many
opportunities to learn music through play, in their continuous provision, to explore tuned
and untuned percussion. In Years 1, 2 and 3, children are delivered their music
curriculum entirely by a specialist tutor from West Sussex Music, which gives the children
the best possible start to their musical journey. These lessons are for an hour per week
and run for the duration of the year. They are fully inclusive and enable all pupils,
including those with SEND, to access music learning. During these three years, children
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have the opportunity to learn and develop their skills in Djembe drums, Ukeleles and
recorders. Class teachers also take part in these lessons, providing excellent CPD for
them.

In Years 4, 5 and 6, we continue this journey by providing a term of tutoring from our
West Sussex specialist, enabling the children to be introduced to a further three
instruments: Clarinet, Samba band and Keyboards. For the remaining two terms, class
teachers use Charanga to support their music learning within their class, ensuring
National Curriculum coverage through to the end of KeyStage 2.

Part B: Extra-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

At Rudgwick Primary School we are fortunate to have many opportunities for the children
to develop their music skills. We have singing assemblies take place weekly with a wide
range of songs being learnt and performed. Many of these are linked to our school values
and children are invited to suggest new songs that they feel would be suitable. The
children take part with confidence and enthusiasm. Our Year 1, 2 and 3 classes learn
and play weekly through their West Sussex Music lessons and these culminate with a
termly performance to parents. Similarly, our Year 4, 5 and 6 pupils perform to parents
at the end of their termly tuition with our West Sussex specialist. We have an extensive
range of peripatetic music lessons available via our link with West Sussex Music, with a
wide range of instruments being available for children to learn. These include;
Keyboards, Guitars, Flute, Clarinets, Saxophone, Cornets, and Trumpets. These are
offered to children in Year 1 to Year 6. Children are then encouraged to join ensembles
outside of school through opportunities through West Sussex Music. This year, we also
began offering RockSteady music lessons, giving the children the opportunity to learn
and experience playing with others as a member band and exploring drums, keyboards,
guitars, bass guitars and vocals. At the end of each term, our RockSteady bands also
perform a concert to their parents and the rest of the school.

As a school, we offer several, free extra-curricular music clubs for children to take part
in. These include: Ocarina Club, Recorder Club, Singing For Fun and Musical Theatre.

Part C. Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.




At Rudgwick Primary School, we always try and ensure that children are learning
repertoire for the purpose of performing it to others, so we ensure that we are providing
regular opportunities for children to share this learning.

As well as children performing termly as part of their West Sussex Music tuition, there
are several other musical experiences and opportunities throughout the year.

In the Autumn term, the whole school works towards learning Harvest songs which are
performed to parents and our community at the local church during our Harvest Festival.
Children in Key Stage 1 also have the opportunity to perform their Nativity to their
parents, whilst children in Key Stage 2 perform a Carol Concert at the Church.

In the Spring term, our Year 2 class take part in the Little Big Sing, learning songs to
perform alongside other schools in our locality. We also invite all children who have
peripatetic lessons and all those who take part in a music club, to perform to parents at
our Performing Arts Showcase. As well as sharing our musical performances, this also
incorporates other arts-based clubs such as dance and poetry clubs.

In the summer term, the whole of Key Stage 2 begins learning songs to accompany our
end of year show, which is shared with parents at the end of the summer term.

Further to these whole school experiences, our Musical Theatre club also have the
opportunity to go on a trip to watch a musical. Our Singing For Fun club also take part in
the ‘Big Sing’ - performing alongside other schools from the locality, as well as “Young
Voices’ at the O2 in London each year - experiencing performing at an arena level with
thousands of others.

As a school, we love sharing our learning and as such, any new material that has been
mastered in any of our arts clubs will also be invited to be shared and performed in
assemblies to the rest of the school, in order to celebrate the skills and achievements of
our pupils.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

In the subsequent years to come, we will endeavour to continue to provide the level of
specialist provision that we currently do by ensuring that it continues to be a priority in
terms of our PTA funding. We will also continue to build on our music progress by
continuously re-evaluating the curriculum when there are changes in the national
curriculum and model music curriculum. Furthermore, we will continue to provide our
staff with the CPD through our West Sussex Music tuition, to continue to develop their
confidence and subject knowledge.




Further information (optional)

As a school currently on our Artsmark journey, we are extremely proud of the creative
opportunities our children are offered and we are passionate about continuing to
develop our provision in all areas of the arts, including music.

RockSteady information https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how
you can get involved in music in and out of school, and where you can go to for support
beyond the school.

West Sussex Music continue to offer extra-curricular opportunities for children within
the local area, including ensemble groups and orchestras that the children can be a
part of.



https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people
https://www.westsussexmusic.co.uk/sussex-music-hub/

